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RESIDENCE OF THE MISSES HERR
58%-60 WEST MAIN STREET

The brick house built as the dwelling for "The Misses Herr",
relatives of Frank K. Herr who ran the coach yard next door, is flush
with its western neighbor, and is 5 bays long on Main Street, 2 stories
high, and, in shaobe, nearly square below its northward-sloping shed
roof. Despite this rather box-like appearance, the Herr House is given
some enlivenment by a corner triangular oriel window, and, perhaps more
especially, by a row of plaques placed between the roofs brackets. These
plaques have fairly elaborate carving, carving done in a manner reminiscent
of that associated with the Pennsylvania-Germans.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house built as a dwelling for "The Misses Herr", relatives
of Frank Herr who ran the coach yard next door, looks south to the north
side of West Main Street (St. Route 32) about halfway between John and
Carroll Streets in Westminster. The building, flush with its western
neighbor, is 5 bays long on Main Street, 2 stories high, and, in shape,
nearly square below its northward sloping shed roof.

The ground floor bays consist of three doors spaced alternately
with two windows. The central bay, a double entrance door, is slightly
recessed behind its segmental-arched surround; this shape is also present
in the door's transom which sits above a narrow dentil course above the
double doors. Doors are in two sections, each having a large, single pane
of glass above a smaller enriched panel. The two end doors are similar to
each other; they, also, are recessed but within a rectangular surround,
topped by a two-part entablature. Their rectangular transoms rest above
the doors, which, again similarly, contain a large, single pane of glass
above a smaller recessed panel. The eastern window is a large, plate
glass, display window, giving evidence of commercial activities; it is
topped, like its eastern neighboring door, with a two-part entablature.
The other ground floor window repeats the segmental motif of the central
door in its nearly flat hood. The window itself is a double-hung sash,
two-over-two type and is flanked by narrow, wooden, louvered shutters
and is finished by a white wooden sill.

The second floor has three, 2/2 windows to the east; windows
are identical to the segmental-arched window on the ground floor from their
peeling, wooden sills to their segmental "hoods". The western two bays
consist of a three-sided, flat-roofed, oriel window; each of the three
exposed sides has a 2/2 window between narrow, wooden, louvered shutters.
Below each of the oriel windows, is a narrow enriched panel; the oriel
window has a simple cornice. As noted, the roof is shed; it extends
about 2' over the main facade in a very simple, modillioned cornice.
Six, scroll brackets, spaced alternately with the windows, support the
cornice, and have 3 modillions between them; below the modillions, a
rounded-edge board decorates the space that is closed on the fourth side
by a narrow, wooden, string course which connects the brackets bases.
This board has a central rosette and fairly elaborate naturalistic trim,
reminiscent of both the Pennsylvania Dutch, and its immediate neighbors.
(This is not surprising, considering that the same family built both this
building and no. 58 West Main Street, immediately to the east.) It is
a good thing that the south front of the building has so many windows (the
oriel makes even more sense) when one realizes that the east and west walls
are blind; the west wall is a party wall; the east wall is separated from no.
58 by only a narrow 2' alley. A small, flat-capped chimney rises flush w
this west wall, about 10' from the south facade.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of 58%-60 is architectural and commercial
(architectural including tints of social coloring as well). The
building housed the family of Frank Herr, a leading coach - buggy -
phaeton - seller (perhaps builder) in the area. Thus, it is an ex-
ample of what a successful, late-Victorian, small businessman might
build for himself. It is very up-to-date in a conservative manner,
with its segmental arches, and its deep cornice. However, we can be
more specific than saying "a small businessman", as the decorative
elements of the building, especially the sub-eaves plaques, betray
the Germanic ancestory of Herr Herr, as clearly as the 5-bay, basic
pattern indicates a central Maryland-Pennsylvania origin.

Until February 9, 1903, when Frank K. Herr sold the land
to Samuel K. Herr (Carroll County Deed Book 97, Page 380), the history
of the land had been identical with the rest of 1ot no. 5 - see history
for number 58 West Main Street. Our house here most likely dates from
1883, soon after the great fire (see form for 62-68 West Main); the
1887 City Directory with "The Misses Herr" as living here. Samuel K.
Herr died and the lot was inherited by Emily A. Herr, Elizabeth Herr,
and Sallie Herr (Will 10/471); on April 11, 1911, they sold the lot
back to Frank K. Herr for $1500 (117/97). The present owner bought
the land on October 4, 1920, from Frank K. Herr, and the deed is record-
ed in Book 350, Page 263. Thus, the house has only been owned by two
families in its slightly more than 100 years of existence.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

) Being the western 33' of lot no. 5 as shown on a plat of the
Catholic Chapel Addition to Westminster, recorded among the Land Records
of Carroll County in Book 29, Page 446.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[§1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Christopher Weeks, Consultant February, 1977
ORGANIZATION DATE
Westminster Historical Sites Survey
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
c/o City Hall - Public Works Department
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Westminster Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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The rear of 58%-60 (its north facade) reveals its L shape. In the
front section, to the east of the rear L, two 2/2 windows appear on each of
the two stories, piercing the white clapboard sheathing. The L has a six-
panel door on its east front, and a single, 6/6 window in the center of its
north front. Double-flighted, wooden steps lead to a second-story balcony
and western, six-panel door on the second floor. Also on the second floor,
two, 2/2 windows are located to the south of the second floor.
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